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N. ; God tor you 3s, that you may 
; EVAL be ſaved; and my moſt ſincere 
FP Fndeavours ſhall ever be, by 
Chriſtian Methods] can think of, to 
promore \ your Salvation. And becauſe 1 
ano rohe, either by Doi ring, or by Re- 
roof, Or by Inſtruction in Nightcore, 
Þ prevail upon thoſe, to comply with 
* Methods 1 can deviſe for the Good 
their Souls, who are not thoroughly 
bible of the Worth of them; I think 
il 5 in order to make my future 
Habours more effectual with you, to lay 
bet © you ſuch Conſiderations as may 
abe you teniible of the ineſtimable Va- 
ot your immortal Souls. 
take it for granted, that you believe 
u have Souls. My Buſineſs is, to a- 
en vou to a {erinus Concern for their 
erlalung Vieltare ; a Concern the molt 
try of all others; and yet, I fear, 
WW little laid to Heart: for otherwite 
W >2incrality of Men could not poſſibly 
as they do: They would not imploy 
f A 2 all 
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all their Care and Pains in providing « 
Maintenance for theſe periſhing Bodies, 
and leave the moſt valuable Part of then 
{elves, their Souls, altogether negleCte«!. 31 
Were we to dic as the brute Beaſts, and 
that when our dead Boches are laid in tie 
Grave, there were an End of us; if this 3" 
determined all our Hopes and Fears, and 
we return to our Native Duſt, therein 0 f 
remain for ever; then might we Eat and Ji 
Drink and take our fill of Pleaſure i Jt! 
this World, as too many do: But if the 3% 
Soul, when it leaves the Body, does iin 
mediately enter into a State of Happinel &- 
or Miſery, if there be a Reſurrection b $* 
of the Juſt and the Unyuſt, as moſt cet p 
tainly there is; if a future Account mu re 
be given of every thing done in the Bod 
Whether it be Good, or whether it e, 
Evil; and if our Eternal State ſhall '8 11 
appointed us, either in Bliſs or Torm be 
according as we have behaved ourſe!\W-r: 
in this Life, as undoubrfully it ſha 
methinks it behoves every one of us 
ook well about us, to enquire ſeriouM/or 
what we have been doing all this wh ha 
whither the Path we are in leads us; 80 
what our future State will be. 3 
In order to perſuade you to apply .= 
Thoughts to theſe moſt important Co 


a Ainijter to his Pariſhioners, <«; 


gerations, I know no Method which 
-f through God's Bleiling) ſeemeth more 
bkely, than to lay before you the ineſti- 
d mable Value of your Souls, the infinite 
ODoncern you have in their Welfare, hov 
hable they are to be loſt and undone 101 
ever; what excellent Proviſion our moſt 
gracious God hath made for our Security; 
gond how juſt it will be in him tocondemn 
them to the Extremity of Miſery, it you | 
uvilfully neglect the Care of them 
3 Fuſt T, berefore, 1 enireat you 20 ace, 
be great Worth and Value of the Soul. 
Remember that it is the immediate Off- 
pring of God; that it came from Heaven, 
from the Father of Spirits; God breathed 
mio Man the hren of Lie, and Man be- 
ame a living Soul, Gen. ii. 7. God made 
mMn in bis own Tmage, (not according to 
mc Likeneſs of any of the reſt of the 
e reatures) a lille lower than the Angels, 
ſha nd crowned him with Glory and ſmmorla- 
- us Wy. This is our peculiar Privilege, be- 
riod M/ondall the Beings of this lower World, 
whit we reſemble our Maker, who 1s the 
noſt excellent Being. This is the Pre- 
„ative of chat Spiritual and Immortal 
art of us, our Soul; and conſequently 
he Soul of Man muſt needs be exceeding 
rccious and valuable. 
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Our Bodies are Houſes of Clay, who: 
1 


Foundations are in the Duſt: and thou 
as the Pſalmiſt faith, they are cri! 
wrought and faſhioned yet all the Work. 
manſhip beſtowed on them is, that the 
may ve {erviceablg to our Souls, fit Ta 
bernacles for that immortal Part to dw: 
in. The Worth thereof will further ap 
pear from that wonderful Eſteem tho 
have of it, who may be ſuppoled to be be. 
acquainted with the true Value of Soul 

thus God the Father takes great De. 
light in being called, and eſteemed, a I. 


der of Souls; and accordingly hath laid cu 
his Thoughts from everlaſting, for ©: 
bringing in of them to himſelf. I. 
Counſels and Contrivances of Heavy: 3 
have been ſpent on them. The Father} 
thought nothing too dear to ſecure and 
ſave themʒ and therefore, when he foreſas 
we could not continue in that State of In. 
nocence and Happineſs wherein we wer 
at firit created, he contrived to make 19 
capable of another Happineſs, and that a . 
no leſs Expencethan the Blood of hisow'MF: 
beloved Son. And certainly, God wou'l 


not have thus concerned himſelf abo 
things of little Value: no aſſuredly, Guß 
Souls are exceeding precious in his 19 
who hath prepared the greateſt I Iapp iss 
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bor them, and thought nothing too mucii 
do ſecure it. 
Again, When the Son of God under- 
A. | took t to reſcue them from the Slavery ot 
in, and Dominion of the Devil, he 
_— | though | it ſufficiently worth his while to 
2 deſcend from Heaven, and put on the 
h 5 Form of a Servant, and make himſelf of 
4 25 Reputation, to live a miſerable Lite, 
vel and dic a painful and an accurſed Death. 
k 45 And ſurely he had not ſo mean an Iſteem 
701 his own heavenly Glory, (1 7% 1. 
4 +3.) as to part with it for i rifles. 
cli And then certainly neither can you think 
your Souls of little Worth, when the 
1; Son of God thought them worth his dv. | 
wel ling for. He would not have tnoug N 
ther fir 10 pay ſo vaſt a Ranſom as his precious 
ane Life, for a thing of ſmall Value; yea, 
elan himſelf hath affured us, beyond all Con- 
Fin tradiction, that the Gain of the whole 
wer World is not a ſufficient Recompence tor 
den che Loſs of one's Soul, 
dat: . Again, The Holy Ghoft is ſtill carry- 
ow ing on that great Work of God's Mercy 
Jin the Salvation of our Souls: For their 
Jakes it is that he hath made ſo many 
Revelations of God's Will to the World, 
| — confirmed them by ſo many Mira- 
cles: - 1 he {til} follows us 8 * th 
A4 lis 


P! 18 


„„ . Oo 


8 A Pajora! Letter from 
his preventing and affiiting Graces : 5" q 
\nſpires us with good Thoughts, and ki 

* 


Mes picus Deſires in us; he warms o. 
cold Affections, and enflames our Fliear:s 
with Devotion; be checks and reſtrair 
us from Sin, and upbraids us when 2 
commit it; he ſtill importuneth, woet!,, * 
and intreateth, that, if poſſible, he m 2 11 
awaken us intoa Senſe of our Danger, and ; 
excite and quicken us to purſue the Vi 
thods of our own Safety and Happine: , 
What then are not our Souls worth, 
bout which the bleſſed Spirit takes ſo mu 
Care, to fave and make them happy ? 
The good Angels are miniſtring Spi. FF 
rits for the Good of Souls: ' hey pitch b 
their Tents about them, and think it no 
Liſparagement for ſuch glorious Beings 1 
as they are to guard them, and to con. 
verſe with them. They {till wait to rc. 
ceive the Souls of good Men, when * 
depart out of the Body: They rejoice t 
the Converſion of Souls; a certain Sign 
that they have an entire Value for then 
Yea, the Devils themſelves do Kno, *f | 
that, in God's Eſteem, nothing is ſo wa- 
Juable under the whole Heaven, as che, * 
Soul, of Men : and therefore, as Uo, 
greuteſt Inſtance of Spite and Ma!:.:Sr;. 
they can do to God, they make it the 115 
/ utimull : 
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utmoſt Endeavour to ſeduce and deftroy 
chem. They envy the Happineis Men 
are capable of, and accordingly labour 
un their Deſtruction, and triumph war: 
 Athey have accompliſhed it. 
Thus you ſee the Soul is of the great 
eſt Value. How much then does it be- 
hove you to take care of it ? What Mad 
= anef$ is it to ſuffer the Body to engroſs al 
i EI Care and Thoughts, your Labour 
and Time,; and to permit that precious 


% 


and immortal Part of you, your Soul, to 


% 


lr 


F 


i 


zen pe overlooked, as a Thing not worth a. 
vy ſerious Notice or Regard? Eſpecially 
F it you will conſider, 


itch Sccondly, That the Loſs of the Soul is 
10 $42 moſt intolerable of all other Liſſes. For 
ing indeed the Soul may be loſt ; not that it 
i Anall ceaſe to be, (it were well for wick- 
en fd Men if it could) but it may be un- 
che, gone and miſerable, and in that Senſe lol 
o all Eternity; deprived it may be of 
Sten nat Heaven of Happineſs which God 
Path provided for it; of the Enjoyment 
no Ht him, in whoſe Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, 
9 gd at whoſe right Hand there are Plea- 
S ms bor evermore, Nor is this all, the 
5 © "Foul is not only capable of being de- 
_ ved of infinite Bliſs, but of being 
the, Flunged too in the Extremity of Deſpair 
tm} 1 and 


w 
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and Miſcry; it is liable, to be given ove'| 1 
to the Violence and F ury o of Devils, and . 
deviliſh Spirits; to be committed to the 
hateful Society of thoſe miſerable a N 
where Wrath and Envy, Malice and bt 1. 1 
nature only are to be found; where? [1 
Toy, no Peace, no Love, ever enter. 7; 

The Miſery of which dreadful State. 
rhe Holy Spitir hath repreſented by EX 
preſſons denoting the greateit Horror andy 

Torment; by the Lake of Fire and Brin, ; 
Zone, everlaſting Flame, a never- dying 
gur, unquenchable Fire, &c. 2 

This 1s the diſmal State the Souls and 
Bodies of the Wicked will be condemn} . 

into for ever; wherein they mult fu! "4 : 


miſſion, Py dreadfal State ! with tu 
addition to the Extremity of Torments“ 
that they will never have an End ! Soma 
Comfort it may be to thoſe miſcrab 1 
Souls had they any hopes of Deliveranceſ 
Hut it muſt needs exceedingly imbit 1 
very Torment to them, to think of hi 
ntver-ending Duration of Torment 1 
come; that after they have been in a co 
ſum ing Condition for Millions of Million 
ct Ages in Rell, they have ſtill an Ekel 
nal Hell behind, and are as far diftarlf 


trom the End of their Miſeries, as the 
We 


* 
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AMiriſter 10 hi; Pariſhioners. 11 
erg were when they firſt began. This muſt 
needs plunge the wretched Soul into ex- 
be treme Deſperation, 
„This State we are liable to be betrayed 
unto; we are in great Danger of it; and 
% how we came to be fo is what I entreat 
you inthe next Place to conſider, and to 
ue. 3 behave yourſelves accordingly. 


E Thirdly, Con/i der the great Danger 
ard your Souls are in by reaſon of Sin. © God 
1% © created the firſt Man, Adam, without 


yz Sin, and indued his Soul with a full 
© Knowledge of his Duty; and with {uch 

| 2 Strength that he might, if he would, 
mo perform all that was required of him. 
Having thus created the firſt Man, he 
nter * mage a Covenant or Agreement with 
tha © him to this purpoſe ; That if he con- 
enizY tinued in Obedience to God, without 
Sor committing Sin, then, Firf, That 


r abi Strength of Soul, which he then had, 
anceſ mould ſtill be continued to him; in 


bitchy Secondly, That he ſhould never die, but 
continue in a State of Happineſs for 
ent Yd. ever. But, on the other Side, if: he 
1 co committed Sin, and diſobeyed God, 
illionz chen both he and all his Children after 

' him ſhould loſe that Knowledge, ar 
that perfect Strength which ehabled hin 
to do all that God required of him: 


© Ard 
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And /econdly, ſhould be ſubject . 
Death; and not only ſo, but to crerna 
Damnation in Fle!!. 


This was the Agreement made witi: 
Adam, and all Mankind ir him, (wkic:. 


we uſually call che itt Covenant) up- 
on which God pave im a pasticula: 


Commandment, whi hk was no more bo. 


n 
* GE 11 


a 44 -—-w 


this; That he ſhould not preſumetoe;:. i 


of one only Tree of that Garden where 


in he had placed him, which God ca! Mt: 


led, The Tree of Knewledge of Goc. 
and Evi, But Adam, by the Perſua 
ſion of the Devil, cats of that Tree. 


diſobeys God, and fo brings that Brit 1 
Curſe upon himſelf, and ali his Poſte- L. 


rity ; and fo by that one Sin of his, he l 
tolt both thoſe together; I ſay, the full 
Knowledge of his Duty, and the Power 


of performing it. And we being born > 0 
after his Image, loſt them likewiſe ; Me: 


and ſo are become both ignorant in diſ- 
cerning what we ought to do, and weak 
and unable to the doing of it; having 
a Backwardneſs to all Good, and an 
Aptneſs and Readineſs to all Evil; like 
a ick Stomach, which loaths all who! 
ſome Food, and longs after ſuch Trail: 
as may nouriſh the Diſeaſe. 


Th: 
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4 This is the Fountain and Original ot 
all our Mitery. The Conſequence here- 
XZ ot 1s, that we are now expoſed to an in- 
naoite Number of Temprations from the 
World, the Devil, and our own corrupt 
2 Nature chat we ate ready and inclined 
q 3 to hearken to them, and ſin againſt our 
! Iaker; ; and thereby are in continual 
Vangerof being betrayed to that miſera- 
8 "i 1s State before deſcribed. And this,] 
072, may be ſufficient at preſent to aſ- 
„ ure you, that your Souls are in Danger. 
ja. : \nd yer that you may not neglect them 
es paſt Hopes, but may be encouraged 
0 {et yourſelves in good earneſt to take 
ie- Lare of them, conſider, 
nc BY Fourthly, What an excellent Proviſion 
full 575 pleaſed God, in bis wonderful Mer- 
wet By, io make, in order to reſcue and deliver 
orn Þ Len frem theſe Dangers; and what is 
iſe ; {cquired of us in Compliance with this 
di- great Mercy. This God hath done by 
veak wing up his Son, and in him making a 
ving ew Covenant with us, after we had 
d an Mcoken the Firſt, 
z 11::* Wh © He bas given us his Son, as the great 
vhol- Captain of our Salvation, to redeem and 
[aſl {reſcue us from the Power and Domi- 
nion of the Devil or Satan, that great 
Th: MWRebel againſt God; from whom the 
Devil 


« fkould break the Serpent's Head; af f 
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Devil having cauſed us to revolt, «„ 
carries us Captive at his Will, cauſing 
us to fight againſt our Maker, as man, 
« as he can detain in his Scrvitude: But | ; 
© God, I ſay, has giver us bis Son, to re!- be 
cue and recover us out of ſuch a feariul 8 
State of Sin, Rebellion and Mitcry. 
And this he hath done, by makin; 
in him a new Covenant with us, aft. 
< we had broken the Firſt; that is, .. 
© propoling the Hoſt gracious Terms i 
© Reconciliation, through him our greg 
* 
o 
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£ 
| 
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Mediator and Redeemer; and by mal 
ing Satisfaction, as tor our Breach 
the firit Covenant, ſo ior the Sins of 
many of us as truly repent of our Tra- 
« greſſiois under the Second. þ 
I his Second Covenant was made wif 
Adaui, and us in him, preſently att: 
« his Fall, and is briefly contained 
« theſe Words, Gen. iii. 15. where Co 
declares, that The Seed of the Moes 


this ſecond Covenant is made u 
the Firſt was, of ſome Mercies to 
* afforded by God, and ſome Durics | 
be performed by us. | f 

* Godhereinpromiled to fend ona 0 
* lis only Son, who is God equal s 
8 een to become a Man like unt . 


a Mrnijter to his Pariſbionern. 13 
in all Things, Sin only excepted, and 

: |} © he to do for us theſe ſeveral Things: 

„. Tomakeknownuntous the whole 

{2 Will of his Father, in the Performance 

| hs « whereof we ſhall be ſure to be accepted 

ul {2 © and rewarded by him. And this was 

; 

| 


2 © one part of his Bufineſs, which he per- 
formed in thoſe many Sermons, Doc- 
t trines and Precepts we find ſet down in 
the Goſpel. And herein He is our Pro- 
phet; for it was the Work of a Pro- 

phet of old, not only to foretel, but to 
teach. Our Duty in this Particular is, 
do hearken diligently to him, to be 
F moſt ready and defirous to learn that 
EF Will of God which he came from Hea- 
ven to reveal to us. , 
« 2. The ſecond Thinghewas to do for 
us, was to ſatisfy God for eur Sins, not 
only that one of Adam, but for all the 
Sins of Mankind, that truly repent and 
amend; and by this Means to obtain 
for us Forgiveneſs of Sins, and the Fa- 
vour of God; and to redeem us from 
Hell and eternal Damnation, which 
was the Puniſhment due to our Sins; 
All this he did for us by his Death: He 
on Ea offered up himſelf a Sacrifice for the 
ual Sins of all thoſe who heartily bewail and 
e unte forſake them. And in this he is our 
0 Prieſt, 
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Prieſt, it being anciently the Prici)'x 


Office to offer Sacrifice tor the Sins r 


the People. Our Duty in this Particular 
is, {irft, Truly and heartily to repen! 
of our Sins, and to forſake them; wit!:- 
out which they will never be forgive: 
us, though that is the Thing for which 


Chriſt died. Secon- iy, Stedfaſtly to b 


lieve, that if we give ourſelves up : 
Chriſt, we ſhall have the Benefits of th. 
Sacrifice of his; that all our Sins, how 
many and great ſoever, ſhall be forgi- 


en us, and we hall be ſaved from tho: 


eternal Puniſhments which were dit 


unto us for them. Another part of the 


Prieſt's Office was, Bleſſing and Pray. 


ing for the People; and this alſo C arid l 
performed for us. It was his rcon J 


miſſion from his Father to bleſs us, as 


St Peter tells us, Ac, mm. 26. God jo 
bis Son Feſus 10 bleſs you; and the fol 


lowing Words ſhew wherein that Blei-% "4 


ſing conſiſts, in turning away every Ng 


of you from your Iniquity, T hoſe Nea | 


which he hath uſed for the turning, 

us from our Sins, are to be reckoned ci 
all other the greateſt Bleſſings; and fe 
the other part, that of Praying, th8 
he not only performed on Earth, by 


continues ſtill to do in Heaven; be 
. ov | 


— r 
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en the right Hand of God, and makes Re- 
t net for vs, Rom. viii. 34, Our Duty 
ar 3 herein is, not to reſiſt this unſpeakable 
Eleſf eng of his, but to be willing to be 
thus bleſſed, in being turned from our 
en [ Sins; and not to make void and fruit- 
lefs all his Prayers and Interceſſions for 
as, Which will never prevail for us 
ö 10 F while we continue 1n our Sins. 
? © 3. The Third Thing that Chriſt was 
08 to do for us, was to enable us to give 
ius Strength to dowhat God requires of 
ho Fus. This he Coth, Firſt, By taking oft 
due F from the hardneſs of the Law given to 
f rhe F Adam, which bound us never to ccm- 
Tray wit theleaſt Sin, upon the Pain cf Dam- 
nation: So that now God requires of 
01-2 us only an honeſt and hearty Endea- 
15, SY vour to dowhat we are able; and where 
eve tail of that through Weakneſs, he 
-F <cepts of our ſincere Repentance. Se- 
2x <*:4ly, By ſending his holy Spirit into 
ur Hearts, to govern and rule us, to 
a ive us Strength to overcome Tempta- 
ons to Sin, and to do all that he now 
znec ander the Goſpel requires of us. And 
and fe n this Chriſt is our King, it being the 


g., th Office of a King to govern and rule, 

th, bind to ſubdue our Enemies. Our Duty 

3 be this Particular is, to give up our- 
« of 


« ſelves 


©. 


not our Parts in it, which we mall 0 
© tainly do, if we continue Life 
any Sin. Secondly, Not to faſten oy 
« AﬀeCtions on this World, but raiſes 
© up to Heaven and Heavenly Thing 
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« {elves to be obedient Subjects of his; to 
be governed and ruled by him; to obe 


all his Laws; not to take Part with an! 
Rebel; that is, not to cheriſh any on 
Sin; but diligently to pray for +: 
Grace to enable us to rabdue them © Al 
and then care:ully to make uſe of it t 
that Purpoſe. 

Laſily, He has purchaſed for we 
faithfully obey him, an eternal, 
ous Inheritance, the Kingdom of | 
© yen, Winther he is gene before to 
Poſſeſſion for us. 6 
to be exceeding careful that we fort 


6 according to the Precept of the Apolii 
Col. lit. 2. Set your Aſfections on Til 


ur Duty h« male 


1 


4 
"= 
' F 


alove, and not on Things on the Ea 


« continually longing to come to the 
ſeſſion of that blefſed Inheritance | 
ours; in compariſon whereof, 

© Things here below ſhould ſeem i 


c and mean to us. 


0 


This is the Sum of that cont 14 


venant we are now under; wherein] 
© {ce what Chriſt hath done, how lie 
a 3 
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0 F< cutes thoſe three great Offices of King. 
Prieſt, and Prophet; as alſo what is re- 
m F< quired of us, without our faithful Fer- 
on „ formance of which, al! that he hath 
e done thall never ſtand us in any ſtead; 
ali 4+ for he will never be a Prieſt to ſave a- 
1K ny, who take him not alſo for their Pro- 
phet to teach, and their King to rule 
chem; nay, if we neglect our Part of 


1 
2 
— 

* 


1" ÞF this Covenant, our Condition will be 
i F yet worſe than if it had never been 
made; for we ſhall be to anſwer, not 


ew US for the Breach of Law only, as in the 
ort MY firft Covenant, but for the Abuſe ef 
UM Sercy, which is of all Sins the moit 
tent il provoking. On the other Side, if we 
en d i2ithfully perform it; that is, ſet our- 
ſen saves heartily to the Obeying of every 
hing Precept of Chriſt ; not going on wil- 


pol ly in any one Sin, but bewailing 
Te and torſaking whatever we have for- 
Ea merly been guilty of, it is then moſt 
the E certain that all the aforementioned Be- 
ancc Wneits of Chriit belong to vs. 

eof. And now you ſee how little Reaſon, 
cen yon have to cait off the Care of your 
. Woubs, upon ©: Conceit that they are 
cond alt Cure; for it is plain that they are 
1ereil!'!; nay certainly, that they are in that 
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ery Condition, which of all others 
« makes. 
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20 A Paſtoral Letter from 4 
makes them fitteſt for our Care. ' 3 
they Rad not been thus Redeemed 2 
Chriſt, tacy had been then fo don 
that Care would have been in van 
On the other Side, if this Rederdpri ; 
had been, ſuch, that all Men ſhould 
faved by it, though. they live as thej 
liſt, we ſhould Rave thought it needle 

to. take Care for them; becauſe the 
were ſafe without it. But it hath ac 
God ſo to order it, that our Care muß 


be the Means by which they muſt 
ceive the Gd, even of all that Cl 
- hath done for them.” 

And now, it you will but hay w 1 
Things to Heart, your Reaſon and yo | 
Intereſt will both direct you how ta 
have yourſelves. Methinks I hear {8 
of you, as Men deeply affected wii F 
Senſe of theſe Things, with a Ges 1 
compaſſionate Regard to their Souls, cg 
ing out with St Peter's Hearers, A 
Brethren, what muſt we do to be ſaw 

1 would to God, that every Man wo 
make this Application to himſelf; af 
they do not, it is too certain a Sign, . 
either they believe that they have no: 
mortal Souls, or that it is impoſſiblet 
ene for ever miſcarr /. 
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2 Miniſter to bis Paryſfioners, 21 
ive me leave a little to reaſon the 
'2T aſe with you, my dear Neighbours, to 
; Fcrſuade you to take Care of your Souls. 
Pre they made after the Image and Si- 
a Pilizde of God; Why then will you 
rio After chem to be transformed to the Image 
b Satan ? Has God provided a Heaven 
3 Happineſs for- them? Why will you- 
ſo cruel and unjuſt to them, as to 
xpoſe them to th& intolerable Flames of 
ele Fell ? Since God the Father hath. rated 
em at the higheſt Value, and expreſt 
is chief Concern for them; Why will 
:negle&t and undervalue them as Things 
no Price? Since God the Son thought 
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Freer his own Blood too great a Price for 
d yam; Why do you chuſe to ſell them for 
to be trifling Vanities of this World? Since 
ar ie Holy Ghoſt is continually at work 
u„„r e preſerve them; Whence comes it to 
ous , that ye hardly think chem worth 
als, eie ſlendereſt Part of your Care? Since 
i dbleſfed Angels are imployed in mi- 
ae ttring unto them; Why do you de- 
in vote all their Endeavours for your Good? 
F; ace they rejoice at the Converſion of 
gn, Jus; why will ye refuſe to afford them 


W's matter of rejoicing, where the great- 
ſſibleij t Advantage will be your own? Where- 
ie do you ſeek to gratify our common 
r Adver- 
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22 A Paſtoral! Letter from I 
Acveriary the Devil fo far, as to = | [ 
mit him to diſappoint the gracious Ei 

ſes of God towards us? Oh that ien 
can be ſo ſenſeleſs, as to fee their Souls 
periſning before their Eyes, 3 Re. 
morſe or Compaſſion! That they can; 
Day after Day, without making S any Of. 
fer or Attem;* to recover them 

Conſider, you have not only the Sin 
of your firſt Parents to be forgiven 74 
but alſo imumerable actual Sins of 
own; and thoſe perhaps committei f 
gainſt the Light of your own C eng 
againſt the expreſs Command of Go 
againſt the Dictates of the Holy Sr! F 
againſt frequent Warnings and Adm M. 
tions from others, and contrary to ma" 
repeated Vows and Reſolutions. Tl 
are Aggravations ſufficient to ſink a vu 
into the bottomleſs Pit, and yet {ill tu 
is Hope, there is a Remedy even for 
Sinners, if they repent and return to} 
their Sin, and become ſincerely obeciie 
to the Laws of God, and accept | 
Lord Jeſus as their King, their Priel 
and their Prophet, God will for hs 50 a 
accept them. Remember that ye 
not Redeemed with corruptible Thing. „ 
Silver and Gold, but with the pre 
Blood of Chriſt, as of a 5 i 
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a Miniſter to Li; Parithioners, 23 


eit, and without Spot, 1 Peter i. 
. 19. This was the Ranſom of Souls 
eie h God required, and if you reject 
"Ws, He will accept no other; and you 
--W :cject it, (and God fo interprets it) 
ou do not acc ept him upon his own 
uns; if you do not give up yourſelves 
i 0 Chriſt, to be guided and governed, 
> Sg well as ſaved by "him ; otherwiſe you 
yo nuce all your Part and Intereſt in his 
V0.2 od, and do as it were dec lare vou will 
abe beholden to him; and then ſurely 
ence ß cannot complain that God is unmer- 
8 1 Wl. if ne takes the Forfeiture, and 
Naenms thoſe who would not be ſaved 


8 


on Whim. The Promiſes and Threatnings 
mai IT he Goipel, and all other the Methods 
T och God hath ufed to reform and re- 
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m Sinners, are all Inſtances of his 
fz00Gdnels to us, of hisZealand Con- 
for our Happinets ; and if we ſtill 
inue to reject and ſer them at pought, 
juſt, as well as ſevere, will be dur 


-ept dem nation? Has he taken all ima- 
ir Preiß ble Care to oblige you to be kind to 
his 8 elves, and fairhful to your trueſt 
ye ret, and will you ſtill forſake your 
Hing, Mercies ? If you thus wilfully ſeek 
2 pre oon Ruin, how righteous will it 
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God to deliver you up to everlait- 
Ble 218i 


Vitery ? Let 
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let your Prayers and your Ende. 


| And that you may abound in asp: 


_ 


24 4 Paſtoral! Letter from, &c. 


Let me therefore beſcech you, es: 
by all that is Sacred and Serious, by: 
very thing that is dear and precious 
you, by your belt Hopes, and the m 
important Concern i gas everlatt! 
Being, to takepity upon your poor So 
to conſider the Dangers whereto they 
expoſed, and to conſult and comply 
the Means of their Preſervation. 

Learn, I pray you, to affect your} 1:7 
with a ſerious Senſe of your Danger 
repent earneſtly of your paſt Sins, 
cerely reſolve to be more Holy, Wat 
ful, and Circumſpect for the Tine 
come; pray earneſtly for the Grace 
God's holy Spirit; cheriſh in your SP 1 


a lively Faith in the Mercies ol {| 


through Chriſt, and in all Reſpcc! | 
God ſhall enable you, and you hal F 
hereafter from time to time inſt 


be, that you may be wiſe unto Saua 


Wiſdom and Underſtanding, and # 
be accepted as faithful Servants of (Þ 
and our Lord Jefus Chriſt, in the 
Day of Accounts; as it is the 
Prayer, ſo it ſhall de the conſt: : 


deavour of | 
Your Apecbionate Servant in ( 
NIS. 
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